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Min Ju Choson

FARMERS COMPLATN NORTH KOREAN LOCAL GOVERNMENT
VIOLATES PRIVATE OWNERSHIP RIGHTS

Farmers' Compleint

£ letter written by two North Kim Yong-kun and Chang Song-

myong, of Hamhung City, Hamgyong-namdo, end published in the Minju Choson, offi-
ciel organ of the cabinet of the Democratic People!

& Republic of Korec, on 18 Jen-
uary 1953, made the following complaint.

Koreen farmers,

"In 1951, the Hamhung People's Committee repossessed 300 p'yong [one p'yong
equaels 36 square feeg of land and 35 fruit trees from Farmer Chang Song-nmyong .
In February 1953,

possessed 400 p'yong of land
and 60 frult trees from Kim Yong-kun. The Hemhung People'

"We believe that we have the ownership rights to our lend and fruit trees,
and that the action of the Hemhung People's Committee is unjust."

The Minju Choson, commenting on the farmersg!’ compleint, seid:

"By repcssessing the land and fruit trees f

rom Farmers Kim Yong-kun ang
Chang Song-myong, the Hamhung People's Committee has infringed upon the rights of
> these farmers and violated the state law,

"The central government took a practical step to protect the lgnd ownership
of fermers by issuing Cabinet Instruction No 2 on Lend Administration on 7 January
1950. Article 8 of this instruction [ given below /forbids violation of land
ownership rights. ‘The local people's committee is not authorized to repossess
or transfer the title of privately owned land. Repossession or transfer of tine
title of lend is euthorized only in case of national need."
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Law Regarding land Reform «

According to Artielc 8 of the Cabinet Instruction No 2 » @8 publighed in
Naegax Kongbo (Cabinet Gazette) 26 January 1950, the land distri.uted under

cénnot be confiscated by the government without due process of law. Article'
4 18 says that in case the govermment plans.to uge privately owned land, it must

According to the Choson Minjujuut Inmingonghwaguk Honbop (Constitution of
the Democratis People's Republic of Korea ;> Section 1, Article 8, private owner-
8hip of land and of ~ther real and perscnal broperties 1s protected by law. Sec-
tion 2, Article 10, however, states in part that "the state can mobilize private

properties to implement national economic plang."
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